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41. Meeting with Econoff and Econ Specialist July 23, 
Gunay Gormez, Deputy Director General for Copyright 
Issues at the Turkish Ministry of Culture, informed us 
that the GOT had stepped up intellectual property rights 
enforcement in recent weeks. Provincial auditing 
commissions had received additional equipment and 
resources in support of anti-piracy operations. 
Istanbul, Izmir and coastal resort areas are the focus 
of additional enforcement efforts. Gormez said that the 
Culture Minister recently decided to ban all street 
sales of optical media in an effort to fight piracy. 

Law enforcement authorities are beginning sweeps of 
street vendors. 


2. Gormez said the Culture Ministry was very interested 
in exchanges with the Library of Congress and other U.S. 
government bodies to develop expertise in copyright 
registration of handicraft and cultural articles. 
Embassy requests a point of contact at the Library of 
Congress to explore this issue further. 
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